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~*; Since before he’d even gradu- him, they asked him to vol-

s ated from high school, unteer. He now works as a
}‘ /. Michael J. Perry worked. hospitality volunteer at the
«(*? “Most of my life,” he said, “I front desk.

worked two jobs.” o .
) “Mike is a special person,”

said House Administrator
Rev. Mary Margaret Earl.
“He is patient and kind
with every guest.”

He worked in shipping and
Inside this issue: receiving, a hospital kitchen
and, primarily, as a janitor.
From 1986 to 2004, he was a

Director’s Message: 2 .
. cleaner for the Providence
Charitable Gestures Public Library. Then he was And then he found McAuley 2 2007 Perry was approved
. Y- H He lived he for Social Security Disabil-
. laid off. As he sought work, tiouse. He lived near the .
Featured Volunteer. 2 g ’ . lty payments Though hlS
. he becan strugeling with ad- meal site, and one day came - >
Ann Lichtenfels g galing “ income remains modest, he
: e for help and lunch. “It felt ’

] vancing arthritis that made ' " ) recently gave the House a
Third-Annual 3 walking even short distances great coming here,” he said. $1.000 donati S
Art Show Success slow and painful. “Before coming here, I was ’ onation. e st

. . really alone. Coming here, I struggles financially, but
Remembering Friend 3 The next few years were dark ) feels happy to help.
Richard Barrett T . - felt I wasn’t alone any
1chard barre Endt d1ff1Icult. ldI” S}‘i”“’?g ?‘? more.” “You've got to give back,” he
. est as I could,” he said. 1w . . »
McAuley Miracle: 4 st low” As the staff grew to know said. “I believe in that.
Robert Williams Was Just very Jow.

“Lunch on Us” Draws 5
Sponsors for 2009

Knitting for Love and Charity

Tenant to Teacher 5 The basket of handmade friends, he makes 150 pairs a

}‘ /. mittens with colored thumbs year (his quota) and donates

«*\ was nearly gone by January. them to various groups on

3‘*" i Lucky children whose grand-  November 1 (his production
iy mothers, aunts and mothers deadline).

shop at the Warde-robe in The mittens at the Warde-

Central Falls had purchased | W10 Gia Sister Mary Over the years Arthur and
them .for $1 a pair. But who is Higgins of St. Jude’s Church Diane, married 68 years,
the mitten maker? Meet 91- in Lincoln, where Arthur is a have received thank you
year-old Arthur Brassard of parishioner. notes, Valentine’s cards
Lincoln, RI. . fo Di taucht and Get Well Cards from

. wife Diane tau me . g
“I love charity,” says Arthur, Y . sht | mitten recipients. These
. . how to knit and up until a . .

and among his charitable few months ago we did it are always happily received
works is the making of mit- tosether” he said. “Now I and help keep those
tens — one per day for 20 vifit her,at the nuréing home needles in motlon. W.e
years. Using yarn he collects salute the charitable spirit

from neighbors, churches and 323 ”kmt beside her every ¢¢ho Brassards.
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Giving From Sacrifice and Abundance: The

Director’s Message:

At some time in our lives, we've
likely heard the phrase “The
Widow’s Mite” (or was it, “The
Widow’s Might”...).

The phrase comes from a parable
in the Bible, which teaches us
about giving to those in need.

At the time of Christ, the smallest,
least valuable coins were Leptons,
which eventually came to be
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McAuley Miracles A newsletter of McAuley Ministries

known as “mites.” Luke’s gospel
relates Jesus’ telling of a story of a
poor widow giving two mites to the
poor. This was a great sacrifice. She
had so little to give, but gave what she
had to help those who had nothing.
It’s a moving example about charity to
those less fortunate than ourselves.

Such charitable gestures happen even
in today’s world.

A widow from North Providence for
many years has supported McAuley
Ministries. Several times a year, she
sends us $2 in an envelope. Sister of
Mercy Margaret Wrobleski, our
administrative assistant, always
smiles when she opens this envelope.
She calls it “the widow’s mite.”

This year, in trying economic times,
we received another letter from the
widow: She had increased her
donation to $3.

We at McAuley Ministries can see
how the difficult economy is impacting

Director's Message

the lives of so many Rhode Island-
ers. We continue serving up to
300 hot meals a day at McAuley
House, while responding to a fast-
increasing number of calls for
help with all manner of needs
including rental assistance. Your
gift helps us to respond.

At McAuley Village, your
donations go to the education of
homeless single parents so that
they can learn to become finan-
cially independent and support
themselves and their families. At
the Warde-robe, your donations
sustain a clothing ministry for the
working poor.

We appreciate and thank all
donors for their generosity,
whether given by sacrifice, or out
of great abundance.

Please help as you are able.
Thank you,
Don Wolfe

Featured McAuley Volunteer: Ann Lichtenfels of the Village

Ann Lichtenfels can’t recall just
how she learned of McAuley
Village and the volunteer opportu-
nities there. She does know,
however, why she’s stayed for more
than 15 years.

“The mission is to help young
women who are struggling to turn
their lives around,” Lichtenfels
said. “At some time in life, every-
one needs help.”

McAuley Village is a two-year
transitional housing program for
homeless women and children. The
Village has 23 apartments and an
on-site child care center, and
provides shelter, child care,
supportive services, advocacy and
guidance to homeless families.

Every Wednesday afternoon, she is
the Village receptionist, greeting

guests, answering the phone, and
alerting residents to visitors.

“Ann is a remarkable individual who
year-round, and for so many years,
has graciously given us her Wednes-
day afternoons,” said Village Adminis-
trator Kathy O’Hare. “She welcomes

residents, staff and visitors with
home-style hospitality. In addition,
her volunteer efforts have saved
McAuley thousands of dollars. She
is a warm and friendly presence at
the Village and in all our hearts."

Lichtenfels, a retired architect, re-
calls a time in her own life when
she was at a crossroads and her
parents were able to assist her. She
knows that many of the young
parents entering McAuley Village
don’t have that kind of support.

She wants to be part of the safety
net holding them up—and likes
seeing young parents and children
safely housed and moving forward.

“What they do here,” she said, “ has
value.”

-
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struggling
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lessness,
and mental
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their third
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“From the Heart” art show. More than 200
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Remembering Faithful Friend Richard Barrett

A Sister of Mercy introduced Richard
Barrett to McAuley House in the early

dence Mayor David Cicilline, attended the
free event at the House at 622 Elmwood
Avenue.

Visitors were able to view and purchase
the art created by guests of McAuley
House in a class taught by local artist
Kathy King. Paintings, poetry, pastels,
lot of love when you walked in that
edly on March 13 while visiting Siesta
Barrett, who had owned and operated
Barrett Building Company Inc., was a
key supporter of the House, serving as
board president from 1986-1991. At
the time of his death, he was a trustee

Barrett, of Warwick, died unexpect-
Key, Florida. He was 59.

“He just had such a passion for
McAuley House. He found a lot of

president, a kitchen renovation, and

Spring 2007

1980s.

century, including 5 years as board
25 Christmas trees.

peace

door.
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compassion and sharing what you

can with others in need.

”»
99
(0]
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McAuley

House, PO Box 73195, Providence,

RI.

“Pretend Dinner
nourishment

he

t

1n 1n our

Jo

House. “It’s been a blessing the whole
Enjoy

time I’'ve known it,” he said.
she said. “Bob is a walking testament

to the reality of Easter, and an

inspiration to all.”
hope you will consider supporting

our annual Lenten fund raiser —

the Pretend Dinner.
down, relax and “pretend” you are

moved into the Bristol Veterans
Home. Now, cancer free, sober and
healing, he stays in touch with the
And he is a blessing too, said the Rev.
Michele Matott, an outreach worker.
“If one ever doubts a new life is possi-
ble, one only needs to look at Bob,
Donations sustain our work. We
Participating is easy and fun. Sit
at your favorite restaurant, jot
down your order - an entrée, salad,
appetizer and maybe dessert. Then
total up your “Dbill” add a tip and

McAuley Miracles A newsletter of McAuley Ministries
send the balance to:

”

”

than I can be for me,” he said. “I knew

iams

(Williams had briefly served in the Air
Force before earning an honorable
coverage, and after physical rehab he
chase a crib and they will ship it right
ing Clean and Donate to the

to the center. Thank you.
women and children. Small household

and decorative items are also wel-

pass. Eventually, he was given veter-
come.

Williams, and advocating for physical
rehabilitation and veterans’ benefits
ans’ benefits including medical

up registry number 79440071. Pur-
Our clothing ministry is always look-
ing for good quality clothing for men,
either the Warde-robe at 1286 Broad
St. in Central Falls 11am - 2:45pm
622 Elmwood Ave. on weekday after-
noons by calling 941-9013 ext. 302.

woods. He also began visit-
friends. At night, he slept in

the tent and cooked over an

open fire. “I'm an Eagle

Scout,” he said. But after

burning his leg in the camp-

fire, Williams began drink-

ing to numb the pain, and

he developed skin cancer.

Then he broke his ankle.

While he was hospitalized,
McAuley House worker

Brienna Caparco began visiting
discharge.) “She was more of a help
she had me in her prayers.

House workers helped Williams
receive his ID and a monthly bus
Go online or visit the store and call
Donations can be dropped off at
Wednesday - Saturday—telephone
729-0405—or at McAuley House at

ing McAuley House, and
found a hot lunch and
Spr

Warde-robe!

Robert Will

”

Ways to Help this Spring at McAuley Ministries

The Child
Care Cen-

ter at
was built

Babes in
McAuley
Village

Cribs for
Need

and due to

safety regulations we need to get spe-

school as they tran-
cific types to fit the need.

<A

The cribs in the infant care

&

(

IS

in 1990 to support the families who

are working or in

i

morning. Then, he crawled back to the
roadside, where a passer-by saw him

“If I'd stayed out in the woods another
year,” he said, “I don’t know if I would
to go, Williams in 2005 moved into the

bies R' Us to make donating a new

A gift registry has been set up at Ba-
crib easy.

and called 911. Williams later learned
he’d broken his ankle in three places.
A Rhode Islander, the 54-year-old Wil-
liams survived for much of his life on
odd jobs and as a laborer. He worked
unloading fishing boats in Galilee. For
more than a dozen years, he was a

That grim morning became a catalyst
for changes in Williams’ life.

as a roofer, a sign installer, and
live-in handyman in buildings under-

going renovations. When the work
was complete, and with nowhere else

store. Returning to his home—a tent
hidden amongst trees—he slipped on

wet leaves and hurt his ankle. He
crawled to his tent and waited until

McAuley Miracle

In November 2007, Robert H. Wil-
liams left his urban camping spot to
pick up canned food at a nearby drug
have made it another winter.

sition from homelessness to perma-

room require upgrading,

Page 4
nency.
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Annual Appeal

Lunch on Us Launched in Year 2

ivin

Planned G

Thank you to everyone who sup-
ported the Annual Appeal. De-

“Lunch on Us at McAuley House” is
going strong in its second year.

Sponsoring organizations
Citizens Bank Foundation,

A letter had arrived with

A whoop was heard in the upstairs

offices.

spite the economic times, our loyal

include
Carter

Family Trust, RI Greyhound Owners

A friend had

remembered McAuley House in

unexpected news.

donors came through at about the
same level as the previous year.

Assoc./Twin River, Delta Dental of A few checks arrived in the New

their will.

The lawyer involved

explained that the donor wanted to

bsorbed). If you

Year (after Christmas and holiday
had intended to make a contribu-

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of RI and €Xpenses were a

RI, St. Mary Academy Bay View;
Collette Vacations.

He trusted McAuley

share part of his legacy with those
House to use the gift wisely.

in need.

tion to the 2008 Annual Appeal
we welcome it anytime. Thanks!
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Tax Time

commented Donald

”

appreciated,

tax-

documenting your
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letter

deductible donations, please let us

know and we will send you one
immediately. Send an email with

address to

and
cisweetser@mcauleyri.org or call

name

your

Cindy Sweetser at 401-941-9013,

ext. 308.
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t” gifts can take many forms

including life insurance designa-

“Las

tions and IRA distributions (which
are not taxed as income when

non-profit).

a
We welcome confidential inquiries

to

out

given

Please contact

9013 ext. 303.

”

“last gifts.

Wolfe at (401) 941

about

The Journey from Tenant to Teacher

single

Miriam Melgar was 18 when she program aiming to help
came to the United States from parents move forward.

Guatemala 20 years ago. She had In 1
one goal: Helping the younger broth-
ers and sisters she’d left behind.

998, Melgar moved into a three-

nicer

than any she’d had before. “When I

bedroom Village apartment,

moved here,” she said, “I felt nothing
(bad) was going to happen to me be-

When Melgar was 7, her mother

died. So she cared for her younger

2

cause I felt very safe.

“I felt that I was the

siblings.

The Village arranged for Melgar’s
son—struggling since his father’s
staying with cousins, she worked 60 death — to have a Big Brother.

2

mother,” she said.

When Melgar arrived in Providence,

to 70 hours weekly. In 1990, she met Melgar and her children participated

the man who would become father of
her own children. Seven years later,

Fne
-
e
-
e
-
e
.
-
o

-

in Village programs, and she began

.

She earned her

and completed training to

attending school.

become a day care worker.

while she was recuperating from GED,

back surgery and unable to work,

in permanent

now lives

2

housing, and her oldest two children
attend college while her youngest is

parents
Melgar

This

an assistant teacher at the McAuley

Village Child Care Center.

In April 1999, Melgar was hired as
Melgar moved in with family. Eight month marks her 10-year anniver-

”

Melgar’s partner died. She was left
had no money,” she said.

alone with three young children. “I

in high school. The Village remains a

special place in her heart.

sary. Child Care Center Director

bedroom apartment. “There were too Lisa Perron said Melgar is a star

into the three-

crowded

people

“She’s dependanble and

employee.

2

many people,” Melgar said.

“This,” she said, “is like my second

2

home.

s wonder-

>

“She

ful with the children and with the

Perron said.

”
’

reliable

’

Then she heard of McAuley Village

housing

transitional

a two-year




Non-profit
Organization
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The McAuley Corporation PAID
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Visit our new website:
www.mcauleyri.org

Newsletter editor:

Rev. Mary Margaret Earl

Feeding Rhode Island’s neediest
women, men and children

Yes! I want to support McAuley Ministries:

Name

Telephone e-mail

Address

City/State/Zip
I'd like to donate:

$25 towards weekly bus fare for someone seeking work

$50 to feed 30 people breakfast

$125 for two life-saving prescriptions

$300 to help three families pay a security deposit
________ $500 to provide lunch for a day for 250 people

$1,000 to provide new security equipment at McAuley Village

Check enclosed Please charge my Visa, Mastercard, American Express or Discover (circle one)

(Please make checks payable to the McAuley Corporation)
Card Number

Exp. Date (month/year) Amount $

Name As It Appears On Card

Signature

Please return in enclosed envelope or mail to: McAuley Ministries PO Box 73195 Providence, RI 02907
On-line donations can be made at www.mcauleyri.org

This gift is tax-deductible to the extent provided by law




